
 
REMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held in the CHURCH at 7.30 pm on 
Monday 12th July, 2010 

  
Present: Mr D M Walker (in the Chair) Mr J Santoro     

Mr R Beeby   Mr D Bunker 
Mrs A Lovett 

 
In attendance:  Mrs J M Walker (Clerk to the Parish Council) 
Two members of the Public were also present. 
 

 
Cllr D Walker formally signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman for the forthcoming year 
that was witnessed by Cllr R Beeby, Vice Chairman and the Clerk. 
 
Before commencement of the meeting the Chairman held a moment’s silence in respect of the recent loss of 
Mrs Linda Craven who was a member of the Parish Council from 2004 to 2008 and of the Neighbourhood 
Watch for many years.  Linda was a valued member of the community and will be very much missed. 
  
1. Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs J Taylor. 
 
2. The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 10

th
 May 2010 were accepted, approved and signed by 

the Chairman as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr R Beeby and seconded by Cllr D Bunker.  
  

3. Chairman’s Review 
 Local Improvement Scheme A60 – new footpath south from traffic lights to county boundary 
 Our application supported by County Cllr Mrs Lynn Sykes is to be considered during January 2011.  

We will be advised of our success or otherwise during April/May 2011. 
 
 Traffic Flows - the effect on traffic flows through Rempstone following the completion of the 

A46 dual carriageway. 
 County Highways have responded that a survey has been commissioned to assess the traffic volumes 

on the A6006 at present and that a similar survey will be carried out after the A46 is completed.  
Comparative data will be analysed to see if intervention measures are required.  Similar surveys are to 
be carried out on the A60 using existing installed equipment.  Assurance has been given that both 
roads are being monitored. 

 
 Marker Posts A6006 Bend 
 A request for more substantial protection to prevent over-running in the form of barriers or bollards has 

not been supported by Notts. County Highways Accident Investigation Unit who advise that ‘hard 
structures’ hit by vehicles would be more likely to cause serious accidents than flattening reflective 
marker posts.  The situation is to be monitored and reviewed by Notts.CC. 

 
 Self Set Conifer Tree on Bend 
 Notts. County Council queried whether the Parish Council consider this tree presents a visibility 

obstruction.  Councillors were asked to consider this as the tree can be removed if required. 
 
 Library Contribution Policy Document 
 Due to financial measures on Libraries this new document sets out contributions to be levied on 

substantial developments through to Section 106 Agreements.  This document sets out the formulae 
for calculating the levy and is available for circulation if required. 

 
 Police Alert re (Emergency) Telephone Numbers 
 Residents receive free Leicestershire directories that are issued by post code but people can apply for 

Nottinghamshire directories at a cost of £10.  The Clerk will be circulating a document publishing some 
key telephone numbers. 

 
4. Vacancy for Parish Councillor 

The Clerk explained that she had notified Rushcliffe Borough Council who had forwarded a Notice of 
Vacancy for the Village Notice Boards.  If after the 23

rd
 July no election was called the Parish Council 

would be at liberty to co-opt and expressions of interest had been shown by one or two people. 



  
5. Village Website – Vacancy for Webmaster 

Before advertising this vacancy on the village Notice Boards Cllr D Bunker said he would like the 
opportunity to approach Mrs Sharon Barker to consider taking this over. 

 
6. Planning Issues 

(a) 10/00885/FUL  Mr D Hunt, 14 Wymeswold Road, Rempstone, Leics. LE12 6RN.  Retention of 
steel container for use as garden store.  No objection returned by Rempstone Parish Council.  
Await decision from RBC. 

(b) 10/00988/EXT  Mrs L Porter, The Manor House, 28 Main Street, Rempstone, Leics.  LE12 
6RH.  Application to extend the time for implementation of planning permission 07/01503& 
07/0513/LBC for a triple garage (with studio over); second floor extension on rear elevation.  
No objection returned by Rempstone Parish Council.  Await decision from RBC. 

(c) 10/00874/FUL  Mr A Porter, The Coach House, 32 Main Street, Rempstone, Leics.  LE12 
6RH.  Convert and extend coach-house to form separate dwelling with double garage and 
vehicular access.  Application withdrawn. 

(d) Cemex – the Chairman reported that he had received a brief note from Cemex that they are at 
present preparing a planning application on land owned by Mr B Burton as an extension to 
existing extraction. 

 
7. Village Hall 

The Chairman gave a favourable up to date report and said that the electrical and mechanical 
contractors had now been appointed and that there was a meeting taking place the next day.  There 
will be substantial demand by appliances in the kitchen, and by heating/air conditioning.  The kitchen 
design has been agreed and East Midlands Airport are to be approached to provide the money for the 
cooker.  The brickwork is virtually completed and the roof timbers had been delivered that day.  The 
information flow is working well with weekly meetings by the Management team.  The hall is to be 
finished by the end of October with fitting out after that.  Two contractors have replied positively with 
regard to the bar fittings and the fitting out of the kitchen is also in hand.   The Chairman then referred 
to a letter from the adjoining owner’s solicitor that the Clerk would read under Correspondence.  

 
8. Small Environmental Improvement Schemes 2010/1011 Programme 

Cllr R Beeby suggested that we approach NCC with regard to using a share of this money to plant out 
the Old Wall and he undertook to look into this.   

 
9. Finance and Audit 
 (i) Audit Commission 

 (a) Bank Reconciliation for the quarter 1
st

 April to 31
st

 June 2010.  
The Clerk had not yet received the Reserve Account bank statement and said that 
she would circulate the bank reconciliation with the Minutes. 
  

(b) Report from Internal Auditor for the year 2009/2010 
This was read out and accepted by the Councillors 
 

(c) The Effectiveness of the Internal Audit  
The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) reported on the fact that the 
Council is under an obligation to carry out a review of the effectiveness of the system 
of Internal Audit (i.e. Item 6 of Section 2 of the Annual Return). 
 
The RFO outlined the measures the Council takes on an on-going basis and said that 
the Council has appointed a qualified local government accountant as its internal 
auditor who acts independently of the Council.  All cheques are signed by two 
members and all invoices are available to the Council for inspection and all payments 
are duly minuted. 

 
For the last financial year (2009/2010) the external auditor (Clement Keys) has asked 
(if you were part of the 5% sample) for a copy of the letter of engagement of the 
internal auditor.  In view of this it is important to have a letter of engagement on file as 
next year we could well be eligible for an intermediate audit.  We should therefore 
write to Mr Ian Fraser appointing him as our internal auditor and the RFO read out a 
letter of engagement for him to sign and return that had been prepared and this was 
duly approved. 

 



The Council has very little cash income under normal circumstances but for the 
financial year 2020/11 processing of Big Lottery Funds for the new Village Hall rebuild 
will show abnormalities in cashflow. 

 
  (d) Financial Regulations 

We should also review our system of internal control that is mainly incorporated into 
our Financial Regulations.  It is some time since these were reviewed but the RFO  
confirmed that the Financial Regulations had been examined and that it was not 
necessary to make any changes at the present time.   

 
Resolved that the Council is satisfied that the current arrangements for internal audit 
and also the Financial Regulations are approved. 

 
(e) Risk Assessment Schedule 

This document is going to be updated as we progress with our new facilities and will 
be presented to the September meeting. 

 
(ii) Payment of Cheques 

     (a) Chq. 420 for £1,468.75 paid to Collinshallgreen, Structural Engineers for 2
nd

 Interim 
Fee Account on Village Hall rebuild. 

     (b) Chq. 421for £1,092.50 paid to Turton Building Control Ltd for Building Regulation Site 
Inspection Fee for Village Hall rebuild. 

     (c) Chq. 422 for £29,749.18 paid to W R Bloodworth & Sons Ltd, Building Contractors, for 
Village Hall rebuild. 

     (d) Chq. 423 for £1,468.75 paid to Collinshallgreen, Structural Engineers for 3
rd

 Interim 
Fee Account for Village Hall rebuild. 

     (e) Chq. 424 for £34,909.25 paid to W R Bloodworth & Sons Ltd, Building Contractors, for 
Village Hall rebuild. 

     (f) Chq. 425 for £45 paid to Ian Fraser for Internal Audit for 2009/2010. 
     (g) Chq. 426 for £250 paid to Rempstone Parochial Church Council in respect of annual 

grant for Churchyard maintenance for the financial year 2010/2011. 
     (h) Chq. 427 for £1,000 paid to Rempstone Village Hall in respect of annual grant for the 

financial year 2010/2011. 
 
       (iii)        Payments Received 

 (a) Payment for £32,311.00 (inc. VAT) received from Big Lottery for expenses to date as 
at 9(ii a-c).  

           (b) Payment for £36,378.00 (inc. VAT) received from Big Lottery for expenses to date as 
at 9(ii d-e). 

 
10. Councillor J Santoro 
   (i)  Neighbourhood Watch – The Clerk read out a letter of tribute written by Cllr Santoro in 

respect of Mrs Linda Craven and of the enormous part she took in supporting the 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  He confirmed that Miss Rosemary Craven, Linda’s daughter, 
would be taking her place and retaining Linda’s code identity. 

 
   Regrettably only that day there had been a car stolen in the village but usually Rempstone has 

a good crime free record.  Cllr Santoro referred to the Incident Report cards sent out with the 
agenda and hoped that residents would use this method to give him information.  Twenty-eight 
crimes had been reported over fourteen villages for the month of May.  He reiterated that the 
Ringmaster Scheme has been abandoned.  

 
 (ii)  East Leake Health Centre – although Rempstone had been inadvertently missed off the 

circulation list for a few months Cllr Santoro was now included and would be attending a 
meeting on 27

th
 July.  Progress is very slow. 

 
11. Parish Summer Sports Offer – Cricket at Trent Bridge – Complimentary Tickets 
 It was agreed to circulate residents to inform them of these two matches and to give an opportunity for 
 them to respond. 
 
12. Open Discussion Time 
  In response to a query it was confirmed that the Village Hall, when completed, would be taken over by 
  Managing Trustees when Charitable Status is gained.  
     



  
13. Correspondence 

(a) The Clerk read out a letter from Hawley and Rogers, Solicitors for Mrs G Amatt, concerning 
scaffolding that has been erected on her land by the Contractors for the Village Hall.  They are 
also asking for protection of her plants by means of an aboricultural fleece cover.  The 
Chairman has shown the letter to the Contractors and will be making a reply.   

(b) The Clerk read out a communication from the Standards Board for England explaining that the 
Government intend to abolish the Standards Board regime though at this stage no clear 
details are available.  The advice is that until such time as the relevant legislation is passed 
the statutory framework remains operative. 

(c) Reference was made to a letter received from the Wymeswold Surgery regarding 
pharmaceutical needs assessment (PNA) for the five years commencing February 2011.  
Consultations are taking place and we will be contacted further by the PCT in due course. 

 
14. Any Other Business (from Councillors) 

(a) Hedge cuttings are being dumped on the roadside from the allotments when they should be 
disposed of by being taken to the tip.  

 
(b) Concern was expressed regarding the relocation of the shrubs in Mrs G Amatt’s garden when 

the netting covers are removed.  It will be necessary for some way to support these shrubs to 
be in place so that they do not encroach the new external wall of the Village Hall.  The deeds 
to the Village Hall show that the hedge belongs to the Parish Council and not to the owners of 
the Welfare Field. 

 
(c) There has been comment with regard to the airport in that BMI Baby are taking a short cut into 

the airport, are flying lower and creating more noise.  The Chairman said that when visibility is 
clear pilots come from the Daventry Beacon and sometimes do not use the formalised 
approach path from the east.  He referred to a Forum to be held on this subject in East Leake 
Village Hall on 27

th
 July from 14.30 to 18.30. 

 
(d) It was reported that Northern Dairies deliver their milk in School Lane in the early hours of the 

morning around 1.30/1.45 am and that the diesel noise causes disruption.  The Parish Council 
noted this but felt residents should take up their complaint with Northern Dairies. 

 
(e) The question was asked whose responsibility it was to keep the bus shelters on the main road 

clean and make them look attractive and litter free.  It was agreed to send a letter to RBC 
Streetwise. 

 
(f) The rain gullies up the Wymeswold Road are full of stones and require attention.  It was 

agreed to contact NCC Highways. 
 
(g) The Chairman informed the meeting that on Thursday 15

th
 July he and the Clerk were 

attending an event given by the Big Lottery Fund regarding Community Projects to compare 
experiences. 

 
(h) The Chairman confirmed that British Gypsum had been supportive to the amount of £3,500 for 

the Village Hall and were to provide materials to this amount. 
 
12. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 13

th
 September 2010 at 7.30 pm. 

 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and for their 
contribution to the proceedings and the meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ____________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________ 

 


