REMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Monday 20th January 2014
Present:
Mr R Beeby (in the Chair)
Mrs J Taylor

Mr J Santoro




Mrs A Lovett 
In attendance:  Mrs D Henfrey (Clerk to the Parish Council)

Councillor Mr Andrew Brown and 2 members of the Public were also present.

1.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mr D Walker, Mrs N Dalton and Mr D Bunker
2.
a) The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 18th November 2013 were accepted, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Taylor seconded by Cllr Mr J Santoro.


b) The Minutes of Planning Meeting held on Saturday 4th January 2014 were accepted, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Taylor seconded by Cllr Mr J Santoro.

3.
Chairman’s Review


Highways Issues Raised on Walkabout

There has been a lot of work completed from the recent walkabout. These include kerb repairs at the traffic lights, gulley repairs and cleaning, street sign repairs and footpaths along the A46 have been widened and tidied. The streetlamps have also been turned back on at night on Wysall Lane.

Low Bridge Sign


Clerk has pressed Leicestershire Council and they have finally agreed to replace the sign just outside the village. They are currently looking for an alternative site.


Costock Crossroads Traffic Light Application


We received a letter over Christmas from Costock Parish Council asking for our support in this matter. We have replied that we will help where possible and await further instructions.

Stanford Hall (N.D.R.H.)


I recently attended a dinner with the development team and representatives from the other neighbouring councils. We were advised that everything has now been approved with regards to planning and is on target for a 2017 opening date. The group need to raise £350 million pounds to begin the project and have so far raised £200 million. They are confident the remaining £150 million will soon be raised and work will then begin.

4.
Open Discussion Time


a) Query regarding location of footpath number 15 from last minutes and why there is to be a public meeting. Chair explained location and reasons regarding re opening issues.


b) Fracking – Parish Council were requested to have a strategy in place ready to oppose any fracking plans in the area. Chair advised that it had already been decided that this would be of no use until we knew if this would be an issue. Cllr A Brown advised that he was involved in a local group already trying to find information on this matter. He will report any findings to the Parish Council. Chair commented that this was probably an issue for joint Parishes.
5.
Planning Issues

a) 13/02364/FUL  Mr V & Mrs C Phillips Grange Farm, Wysall Lane, Rempstone, Nottinghamshire. LE12 6RW.  Demolition of boiler room, part of stairs and wall to courtyard; single storey extension in courtyard; replacement windows and 3 new windows. Decision Pending

b) 13/02365/LBC  Mr V & Mrs C Phillips Grange Farm, Wysall Lane, Rempstone, Nottinghamshire.  LE12 6RW.  Demolition of boiler room, lower flight and first half landing of stair S1 and part wall to courtyard. Demolition of some, mostly modern, partitions within the farmhouse; internal alterations including the addition of new bath/shower rooms; new single storey kitchen extension in courtyard; general repairs and renovations including double glazed replacement windows (where not replaced under phase 1 consents) and double glazed new sash windows (3 no.).  Decision Pending


c) Cemex UK Operations Ltd., Rempstone Road, East Leake, Loughborough, Leics. Variation of conditions 2, 29 and 30 of planning permission 8/10/00191/CMA to retain the existing processing plant in relation to adjacent sand and gravel extraction at East Leake. Decision Pending

6.
Finance 


(a)
Bank Reconciliation as at 31st December 2013 was tabled to Councillors.



(b)
Draft Statement of accounts for 2013/14 and Draft Precept for 2014/15.


The Clerk tabled the accounts to 31st December 2013 recommending a Precept of £4,850, which would show an actual payment of £4660 after the Transitional Protection of £190 is deducted by the Borough council and with a larger council tax base, would show a slight decrease from 2013/4. Clerk explained the figures to date that showed that by the end of the financial year that there would still be a balance of around £15,000 and did create a balance to carry forward that was too great as it is recommended that the Parish Council’s assets must be roughly twice that of the precept. This is due to the delay in CCTV installation that will now go ahead in 2014 thus reducing the balance as necessary in the next financial year. Clerk also advised that the Church has requested an increase of £50 to their annual maintenance grant. Accounts had been received and clerk advised that the recommendation was to approve the increase as per draft precept/accounts. It was agreed unanimously that the Clerk would make the necessary application to RBC for a Precept of £4,850 for the financial year 2014/15. 

(c)
Clerk presented Payment of Cheques since last meeting:
	Chq No 100001
	NALC
	Local Councils Explained Book
	53.99

	100002
	SLCC
	Clerks Manual New Edition
	35.50

	100003
	Mrs D Henfrey
	Photocopying, Postage & Key Cutting
	26.58

	100004
	Village hall
	Office Rent
	500.00

	Direct Debit
	Mrs D Henfrey
	Quarterly Salary Payment
	467.50



(i)Clerk clarified why monies given to the Village Hall were classed as “rent” and not a grant. This is an accounting issue necessary for the Charities Commission and is required to keep the accounts traceable. 


(ii)Clerk advised that the salary payment shown was at the old level and that a cheque would be raised at the end of the financial year to cover the balance of the increase. The new salary payment would begin from end June 2014 direct debit.
7. Neighbourhood Watch-Councillor J Santoro

      a) Crime - There has been an attempted theft of a Land Rover from Main Street in Rempstone. The theft was foiled but no arrests have been made. Had the new ANPR cameras been in situ on the village hall, identification may have been made. No crime reported in Rempstone in December. Crimes in other villages included a car being stolen in East Leake where the keys had been left in the ignition! The thief was apprehended however and arrested. A 30-ton excavator was stolen from the quarry over the Christmas period after thieves cut through a padlock. This is still missing. Number plate thefts are still happening as they are used in petrol theft from stations with cameras in operation. Sheep have been stolen from a field in Bunny and two farm workshops have been burgled with all contents taken. Finally, a canoe was stolen from Normanton on Soar!

b) CCTV Update – Chubb have not yet been able to give a date for installation. This is all that is holding up phase 1 on the Village Hall. Still trying to get a clear picture of how to proceed with Wysall Lane camera located on opposite side of Main Street. Clerk to contact Chubb and chase for date.
8.
 World War One Memorial Donation

Cllr Mrs J Taylor is controlling the project and advised that they would need access to two record sites and that she would find out the costs and report at the next meeting. Clerk advised that a proposed donation had been put into the accounts of £100, which the Parish Council could look at the next meeting when Cllr Mrs J Taylor presented the costs. It was suggested to make this a village group and maybe ask for help from the Village Hall Committee and Parochial Council. Cllr Mrs J Taylor also advised that a memorial was being put into the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas for the Royal Leicestershire Regiment and that they were looking for donations for upkeep. She advised that 4 of the six war dead from Rempstone were attached to this regiment. Council agreed that a donation could be made once Cllr Mrs J Taylor had done some checking with regard to how much was being asked for as this had been done previously for the Order of Foresters.  Cllr Mrs J Taylor to report to at next meeting.
9. Correspondence – None
10.
A.O.B. (Councillors)


a) Councillor Mr A Brown reported

· Local Improvement Scheme has been much reduced and our village entrance signs may be a casualty. As he still has donation monies available, he may be able to help fund them. Clerk to send costing and request letter.
· Speeding problems and traffic light issues are ongoing. A petition signed by all parishioners was suggested which could then be presented to full council by Cllr Brown.  Parish Council to discuss further.
· Damaged road signs are on order and should be replaced in the next 2 months.
· Budgets for 2014/15 will be discussed at the next full council meeting on 27th February 2014. Cllr Brown to report.

· Nottingham TV will begin broadcasting I February and council meetings will be televised as part of their programming.

b) Wysall Lane – the state of the lane was raised. In particular, the recent mud on the road and the increasing levels of traffic causing an increase in potholes. Traffic seems to have increased and it is being used as a cut through with many vehicles speeding, causing increased danger. Cllr Brown was asked if anything could be done. Parish Council advised he would look into repairs but reducing traffic would probably not be possible.
11.
Date of Next Meeting: Monday 17th March 2013 at 7.30 pm (Annual Parish Meeting)
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

Signed: ____________________________

Date: ______________________________

