REMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held in the VILLAGE HALL at 7.30 pm on Monday 18th November 2013
Present:
Mr D M Walker (in the Chair)
Mr R Beeby
Mr D Bunker
Mr J Santoro
Mrs J Taylor
In attendance:  Mrs D Henfrey
(Clerk to the Parish Council)


            Mr Andrew Brown (County Councillor)


The meeting was also attended by four members of the public.
1. Apologies – Cllrs Mrs N Dalton and Mrs A Lovett
2. The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 16th September 2013 were accepted, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Taylor and seconded by Cllr Mr D Bunker.
3. Chairman’s Review
This review is mainly concerns over our Highway Issues.

On Thursday 14th November, a village walkabout was undertaken with County Councillor Mr Andrew Brown who has Committee responsibilities for Highways with three councillors and the clerk present.

The issues raised were split between Highways maintenance and project work;

a) Maintenance –

1. Footpath widths from the top of Wymeswold Road to the edge of the village need to be widened for pushchairs and wheelchair users. Siding up may provide better protection.
2. Broken storm water drain outside the Village Hall to be repaired as this causes flooding in the lay-by with problems for Village hall users.

3. Footpaths to the County boundaries are too narrow and have been allowed to become overgrown from each side closing them in. Siding up of footpaths along the A60 both North and South to provide proper access to the County boundary and Costock Parish is required.
4. Gullies and kerbside gutters in the village are all overgrown and as such are causing extra problems with excess water when it rains heavily. All gullies and kerbside gutters require removal of weeds and vegetation. This to include, Wysall Lane, Main Street and the A60 area at the traffic lights. 
b)  Projects – 

      1.   Urgent maintenance is required of the kerb at the roadside at the A60 traffic lights out of the village. Constant pavement mounting by lorries has made the pavement collapse and is a danger to pedestrians. This footpath also needs be wider as we have already had cases of arms being hit by lorries mounting the pavement but pedestrians have nowhere to go. The footpath needs to be moved inwards and Signals Telecoms must be made to accommodate this. 

       2.   Traffic Signals – the Parish Council and residents still maintain that turning right into the village from Loughborough is unnecessarily hazardous despite NCC Highways assurances. We need NCC to confirm their strategy.

       3.   Traffic census – we have requested a new traffic census following its last one. We believe that since the duelling of the A46 traffic has increased beyond all expectations of highways. We have asked that comparisons be made since the last traffic census conducted for the Stanford Hall proposal.

       4.    Speeding Traffic- still a major issue in the village. The police have a monitoring proposal, which Cllr Mr J Santoro will talk about.

       5.   Lights on Wysall Lane go off at 11.50, which is unacceptable. The whole lane is in darkness and many complaints have been received from residents regarding this. Car activity seems to have increased and residents are worried. A joint letter may need to be sent regarding this issue from residents. Cllr Mr A Brown advised he would be able to get them switched back on.
And finally, the Flag Pole flew its first flag on Remembrance Sunday and we have two new bus shelters!

4. Open Discussion Time
a) Parishioner requested that gutters and gullies be cleaned properly with all vegetation removed. Chair Mr D Walker advised that this had been requested.

b) Parishioner stated that the kerb problems at the traffic lights would always be a problem unless the layout of the lights is changed due to the size and volume of lorries using it and the sharp corner created by the island out of the village. Chair Mr D Walker advised this had been discussed during village walkabout.

c) Cotes development – Parish Council was asked if they would be sending objections. The amount of houses being proposed will greatly increase traffic through the lights and the lane behind Stanford hall. The response date for pre proposal comments has now closed, but the Chair advised that the joint Parishes had raised the matter at their meeting on 22nd July 2013. A complaint was raised that no agenda or minutes for the Joint Parish meetings were published. Chair advised these meetings are ad hoc and not public. It was also noted that East Leake and Burton on the Wolds are also expanding. Clerk to ask Cotes to keep us updated.
5. Planning Issues, including

a) 13/01667/LBC  Mr & Mrs Phillips, Grange Farm, Wysall Lane, Rempstone, Nottinghamshire, LE12 6RW. Proposed addition of 4 small roof lights within approved replacement roof; reform modern bathroom annexe roof as double pitch with a central ridge. Granted with conditions.
b)13/01774/LBC Mr & Mrs Phillips  Grange Farm Wysall Lane Rempstone Nottinghamshire LE12 6RW Variations to scheme granted consent under references 11/01430/LBC and 11/01860/LBC, comprising 
1. Use of double-glazing in lieu of single 2. Replace single and multi-pane windows with twin pane windows Granted with conditions.
c) 13/01704/FUL Mr & Mrs Baum The Orchard 35A Main Street Rempstone Nottinghamshire  Erection of single storey dwelling  Granted with conditions.
d) 13/01853/FUL Mr D Smith Js Barn Wysall Lane Rempstone Nottinghamshire LE12 6RW  Two storey and single storey rear extension,rooflights to front, side and rear elevations. No objections but observation for new south facing bathroom window to be obscured.
6. a) Footpath No.15 – there will be a public meeting on 3rd March 2014 in Rempstone Village Hall. Cllr Mr A Brown also advised that he had been discussing it at County level and had been advised that the owners of the affected two parcels of land were in discussion at the moment regarding an agreed diversion.

b) The Grange – Chair Mr D Walker advised that the path across The Grange had been used informally without permission for some years. This informal access was closed in July 2013 due to abuse from dogs and their owners. He advised that the parish Council had received no formal response regarding a challenge to the 20-year rule to recognise this as a right of way. At present, we have 14 footpaths, Costock has 4 and Wymeswold have 4 from the centre of the village, the general opinion is that we have enough. A challenge would involve legal procedures and no – one wants to raise this challenge in person. Chair reminded everyone that the right to roam is an issue but this is trespassing. Landowner stated that trespass is still happening and that the only access across the main lane from Nottingham Road is for legitimate visits to the old graveyard of St Peters. A motion was raised to take no further action and was carried unanimously.
7. Finance
a) Payments since last meeting:


	Chq No 00366
	Fraser Brown
	Village Hall Transfer
	926.00

	 00367
	Rempstone Parochial Council
	Churchyard Grant
	250.00

	00368
	Mrs N Dalton
	Website Charges
	10.80

	00369
	I.C.O.
	Data Protection
	35.00

	00370 
	Concorde Flags
	Flag Pole & Two Flags
	744.60

	00372
	SLCC
	Annual Subs
	63.00

	00373
	Mrs D Henfrey
	Photocopying & Printer Inks
	29.73

	Direct Debit
	BT
	Telephone Bill
	68.64

	Direct Debit
	BT
	Internet
	95.40

	Direct Debit
	Mrs D Henfrey
	Quarterly Salary Payment
	467.50


b) New Banking Update
Clerk advised that the new account had been opened and all forms had now been sent to close Nat West accounts and begin banking with the Co-Op from 1st December 2013. The switch will be done by the bank.
8. Fracking – if this is likely to happen then we will be notified. Chair to take advise re geology and the presence of existing oil wells of the village and Cllr Mrs N Dalton to contact Loughborough Echo regarding recent report naming Rempstone as a site for future fracking. It was felt this could be damaging for property prices even if it does not happen and was inconsiderate reporting. Parish Council was also advised of a website regarding health issues from fracking.
9. CCTV Project Update – Cllr Mr J Santoro reported that the plan is to have number plate recognition cameras on the village Hall by December and the Wysall Lane camera in place in the New Year. The project has been held up due to conflicting advice regarding licensing on lamp posts. We have been told they can only be placed on posts for a short length of time yet East Leake has them permanently on them. Cllr Santoro is awaiting a quote from a contractor to erect a stand-alone post and will re contact Rushcliffe regarding the lamp post. It was decided that as we needed to move on this issue to get the Village Hall cameras in place as soon as possible.
10.   Neighbourhood Watch
  Cllr J Santoro reported that reports from last month were very encouraging with incidents in only 5 out of the 15 villages on our beat.
· There are still thefts being reported of trailers and caravans and in East Leake theft of a front gate was stopped.  

· Thefts of scrap metal have reduced with the new legislation being enforced requiring licensing checks and therefore only legitimate scrap merchants being allowed to take metal in.
· Police are carrying out ad hoc speed checks in the villages and figures are due to be presented at the January meeting of the PPSG. Cllr Santoro will report at next meeting.

11.     Defibrillator Training Date

In the absence of Cllr Mrs N Dalton, Chair reported that the training date had been set for 28th November 2013 and all houses had been leafleted offering the training.
12. Correspondence 
a) Clerk read out a letter received from a concerned parishioner regarding the Nottinghamshire mineral Plan consultation. This is the new Minerals Local Plan, which will set out the overall approach to future minerals provision in Nottinghamshire up to 2030. Key issues include the amount of mineral needed to meet demand, the location of future sites and the social and environmental impacts of mineral working. Clerk to contact Rushcliffe and arrange extraordinary meeting if further discussion is required. N.B. The reply period has been extended to 18th December since the Parish Council meeting.
b) Clerk advised that the Clerks manual is now out of date and requested agreement to purchase a new one at a cost of £ 32.50. Unanimously approved.
13. A.O.B. (Councillors)

a) Cllr Mr R Beeby reminded the Parish Council that Rempstone had six Parishioners who did not come home from the First World War. With the 100 year anniversary approaching next year he advised that 2 local children with affected relatives had offered to prepare a Remembrance project for the 6 and was requesting money to be made available for internet searches etc. Parish Council agreed this was a good idea and amount of donation to be agreed at Precept meeting in January 2014.
b) Footpath No.2 from School Lane to Nottingham Road is completely impassible.Clerk to report to highways.
c) Complaints that footpath through the ‘Welfare Field’ is not clearly defined. Clerk to contact Rights of Way for new markers for gateposts.
14. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 21st January 2014 (Draft Precept) at 7.30 pm.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and for their contribution to the proceedings and the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.









Signed: ____________________________









Date: ______________________________
