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REMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7:30pm on Tuesday 14th January 2020
Present: Cllr N Dalton (Chair), Cllr W Pearson (Vice Chair), Cllr A Lovett, Cllr J Santoro, Cllr V Phillipps and Cllr R Gower
Also in attendance:  Rebecca Hague (Clerk to the Parish Council), Nottinghamshire County Councillor J Cottee, Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Reg Adair and 5 members of the public
1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr M Hunter.

2. Declaration of Interests
None
3. Open Session

Residents commented on the power cuts and water problems in the village. The power cuts over Christmas were from a fault to an underground junction dating back to the 1960s on the north side of Loughborough Road. There had been Seven Trent Water tankers parked 24/7 for over two weeks on the A60 removing waste from the sewage pumping station which had been overflowing on to the road.
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2019

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2019 were accepted, approved and signed by Cllr Dalton as a true and accurate record of the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Lovett, seconded by Cllr Pearson.
5. Chair’s Review
Following the deaths of two long-standing members of the community Cllr Dalton started by holding a moment’s silence. 
Much of 2019 saw the Parish Council occupied by the planning application for Welfare Field, following the appeal the original decision was upheld by the Planning Inspectorate. 

A number of additional activities have taken place in the village hall since the last meeting including the children’s Christmas party, carol singing, New Year’s Day walk/breakfast and polling for the general election. Both church services were well attended and The White Lion has proved a popular venue over the festive season.
Problems with the electricity supply, sewage pumping station and roadworks at the crossroads had now been resolved.

6.
County and Borough Council Reports

Cllr Adair provided an update on Rushcliffe Borough Council matters. Budgets and precepts are being prepared; it is the intention that council tax will be increasing in April. There had been no problems with bin collections over the festive period, when questioned Councillor Adair confirmed there are no plans to include glass collections as part of the recycling collections. Fly tipping is a problem across the county and the Borough and County Council are looking at costings and ways to address this. 
Cllr Cottee reported that there had been changes to the workings at Via, instead of having three area managers there are now seven, one for each borough/district. It is hoped that this will deliver a more reactive service.
The Local Improvement Scheme is open for applications, Clerk to arrange for the application to be completed and emailed to Cllr Cottee for the replacement village sign.

A programme of upgrades to interactive speed signs across the county is underway, each village is currently restricted to one sign. Councillors agreed the current location was most appropriate, Clerk to reply.
The consultation on parking restrictions around the crossroads had now been amended and was due for consideration again.

The condition of the road on the bend outside the pub and on the Old Main Road were highlighted. A resident raised concerns about the speed of traffic on the A6006 Ashby Road, Cllr Cottee to arrange a traffic survey.
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7. Highways and Footpaths Update
Cllr Gower has arranged a Community Speed Watch training session to be held in the village hall. There are currently six individuals signed up to help with the initiative, Clerk to email details to the mailing list. Once trained the equipment can be borrowed from the police as frequently as desired.
Cllr Gower would like to see the 30mph limit extended through the crossroads on the A6006 and A60. Cameras to be installed will be looking at the safety of the lights.

All footpaths are open but muddy.
8. Neighbourhood Watch and CCTV Management/Upgrade
The Clerk read out an update from Cllr Hunter. There had been several neighbourhood watch alerts circulated. Residents are asked to contact Cllr Hunter or the Clerk if they would like adding to the Neighbourhood Watch email distribution list.
There are two CCTV systems in the Parish Office, one system is the responsibility of the village hall and covers the perimeter of the building and a second system of traffic cameras which cover Main Street and Wysall Lane is owned by the Parish Council. The future of the Parish Council’s cameras was discussed. Cllr Santoro highlighted the reduction in crime in the village since the cameras had been installed. It was agreed to create a sub committee of Cllr Hunter, Cllr Gower and Cllr Santoro to meet with a CCTV installation company to discussion upgrade options and prices before reporting back at the next meeting.
9. VE Day Commemorations
The village are looking to hold a series of events to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day over the 8th – 10th May 2020. Ideas being considered include a tea dance, a jazz band playing music from the 1940s, an afternoon tea, display boards, Battle of Britain film night, bell ringing and a church service in the village hall. The Parish Council can apply for £200 funding from Cllr Adair towards a free community event. Cllr Dalton to lead a sub committee to include representatives from the church, village hall committee, pub and parish council.
10. Annual Parish Meeting
This will be taking place on Tuesday 17th March 2020 at 7.30pm, it was agreed to invite the Archaeologist who had been working on the Cemex site to speak to residents. Clerk to contact Cemex to arrange this and contact the Village Hall Committee to see if they will be happy to serve refreshments again this year.


11. Review of Clerk’s Working Hours 
The Clerk had been recording hours of work this financial year, which equated to an average of 26 hours per month since April versus the 19 hours per month contracted for. Councillors agreed to make an overpayment for the additional hours and increase the contracted hours to 26 per month going forward. Proposed by Cllr Lovett, seconded by Cllr Santoro. Clerk to contact the accountant with the revised salary amounts.
12. Environment
Most items had been covered elsewhere in the meeting. It was noted a tree had blown down near Rempstone Hall Farm. Cllr Dalton acknowledged the hard work of Cllr Pearson and an allotment holder in cutting the conifer hedge by allotment 2 down to a manageable size. 

13. Finance
(a) Bank Reconciliation

This had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.

(b) Payments for Approval

The following payments were agreed by the Council and signed by Cllr Santoro and Cllr Lovett.
	Date
	Type
	Reason
	Payee
	Amount

	22.11.2019
	Transfer
	Printing Consumables - Amazon
	R Hague
	£41.04

	24.12.2019
	Transfer
	Q3 Salary
	R Hague
	£665.19

	24.01.2020
	DD
	Website
	Freeola
	£12.56

	01.02.2020
	Transfer
	NALC Membership
	NALC
	£97.18


(c) Draft Budget
A draft budget had been circulated ahead of the meeting to aid discussions on the precept for 2020/21.
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(d) Precept
As the Council holds a healthy reserves balance Councillors agreed to request a precept of £5095.00, this represented a 0% change on a band D property. Proposed by Cllr Lovett, seconded by Cllr Pearson. Clerk to complete the precept request form and return to Rushcliffe Borough Council.
14. Planning
19/02502/VAR - Rempstone Hall Farm, Ashby Road, Rempstone - Vary condition 7 of 14/02642/FUL to allow completion of footpath link prior to last occupation of the site – PC No objection

19/02381/FUL – Whitehaven, 3 Wymeswold Road, Rempstone - Erection of 1 new Bungalow (Resubmission) – Permission refused 

19/02232/FUL – Clifton Lodge, Loughborough Road, Rempstone – Retention of two entrance gates, brick pillars with ornamental figures and walls, retention of timber fence, retention of post and wire fence, proposed erection of timber fence and V mesh security fencing, and addition of trellis to existing fence – Application permitted

19/02122/FUL – Rempstone Hall Farm, Ashby Road, Rempstone - New site entrance gates (Resubmission) – Application permitted
15. Correspondence

(a) Parking Restrictions on Main Street Consultation
Following the Parish Council’s concerns with the previously proposed parking restrictions around the crossroads there have been amendments. The Parish Council fully support the new plans which include the section of Main Street between number 3 and number 11.

(b)
Rushcliffe Borough Council Adverse Weather and Flooding Briefing Note
Councillors were not aware of any houses within the village which had suffered internal flooding during the recent adverse weather.

(c)
Welfare Field
An email had been received from a resident asking if any consideration had been made by the Parish Council to facilitate residents collectively buying Welfare Field to be used as originally intended. Cllr Gower had written to the secretary of the Trustees independently of the Parish Council to make enquiries as to whether they would sell the field. It would be his intention to collectively buy in trust for the village for recreational purposes. The poor condition of parts of the wall was raised again, Councillors acknowledged the importance and history associated with the wall which dates back to 1749 and is made of lime mortar and Rempstone brickwork.
(d) Local Improvement Scheme

The Clerk had received notification the Local Improvement Scheme was now open for applications. The Clerk, Cllr Pearson and Cllr Lovett to liaise over an application for the replacement village sign as previously agreed.

(e) Verge Management

The Clerk read out an email from a charity working with Nottinghamshire County Council to protect the wildlife in the grass verges. Unrelated, Cllr Gower noted there was a thicket forming on the verge along Wysall Lane where it hadn’t been cut back for a long time, Cllr Gower to provide the Clerk with a detailed location so this can be reported to Nottinghamshire County Council.
16. Councillor Reports and Next Agenda Items
· Cllr Pearson reported that the allotments were now at full occupancy and that the next village clean-up had been scheduled for Saturday 25th April 2020 with refreshments courtesy of The White Lion.

· Cllr Lovett noted the 30mph sign on the ground as you enter the village from the crossroads had almost completely worn away. Clerk to check if this will be included when the line painting is carried out. 

· A resident had enquired from Cllr Santoro why names were no longer published in the minutes, this was to protect personal information as the minutes are in the public domain, this was not a local decision.
Next agenda items to include: Progress of CCTV Upgrade, Community Speed Watch Update, Village Clean Up

17. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 17th March - Parish Council Meeting 6.30pm, Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm

Cllr N Dalton thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed: ____________________________            Date: ______________________________

