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REMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Rempstone Parish Council held in Rempstone Village Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 14th July 2021
Present: Cllr R Gower (Chair), Cllr N Dalton, Cllr A Lovett and Cllr M Hunter
Also in attendance:  Rebecca Hague (Clerk to the Parish Council), Nottinghamshire County Councillor John Cottee, Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Reg Adair and 7 members of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Pearson and Cllr Santoro.
2. Declaration of Interests
None


3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 4th May 2021

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 4th May 2021 were accepted by the Council as a true and accurate representation of the meeting, proposed by Cllr Dalton, seconded by Cllr Hunter and signed by Cllr Gower.
4. Matters arising from the Minutes on Tuesday 4th May 2021
The first newsletter was sent out at the end of June (July edition). Nine houses received printed copies.
Thanks expressed to the resident on Wysall Lane who had sent in images of the amount of litter she has collected off Wysall Lane in recent weeks. A thank you to the rest of the residents who took part in The Great British Spring Clean. 


5. Co-opting to Fill Parish Councillor Vacancy

Three individuals had put themselves forward to fill the Councillor vacancy, each was given three minutes to talk about why they want the position and what they can offer the Parish Council. Following a split vote Cllr Gower used his casting vote to elect Claire Johnson. All required paperwork was completed.
6. Borough and County Council Matters
Cllr Adair provided an update on Borough Council matters, main issues relate to the coronavirus response. Rempstone specific there are currently several pending planning applications.

Cllr Cottee provided an update on County Council matters, he thanked residents who had voted in the May elections. The Conservatives now hold a working majority at County Hall. Cllr Cottee had received an update on the village broadband upgrade which had been circulated today.

Cllr Dalton asked how it works having an individual as leader of the County Council and an MP. Cllr Cottee noted that as Ben Bradley MP didn’t have any other role at national level he was able to fulfil both roles, spending 2 days in London and 3 days in Nottinghamshire, this had also proved beneficial as provides a link to MP’s and the prime minister. 


7. Highways and Traffic

The extension of lockdown has restricted what activities the Parish Council has been able to carry out. There are three initial actions being investigated. Firstly, to get Community Speedwatch up and running again, a refresher training session will be scheduled once coronavirus restrictions have been removed and Nottinghamshire Police will recommence the training. Secondly, planting the verges to attempt to alter the behaviour of drivers. Thirdly, co-ordinate activities with other parishes on the East/West route, e.g. Asfordby, Wymeswold and Melton Mowbray.
Cllr Cottee noted that he had vests available if the Parish Council needed them for the Community Speedwatch activities and the Parish Council could apply for a grant if any other kit is required. On the verges, creating wildflower areas is something being trialled by the County Council in the north of the region. Cllr Cottee has raised at County level that he is not happy with the East/West route in the south of the region.
The Freeport, HS2 and junction 24 proposals could all be opportunities to consider creating an East/West bypass.
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A resident had written to the Parish Council about the Quiet Lane consideration for Wysall Lane. It was agreed to invite the Officer from Nottinghamshire County Council who had implemented the Quiet Lane in Sutton Bonington to a future meeting to discuss this further.
A resident asked if the cameras had been installed on the lights and if any traffic data had been received. The cameras had been installed and can be used to look at incidents but do not in themselves generate reports. Another resident asked that the Parish Council continue to pursue safety measures being put in place for vehicles turning right into the village at the lights, Cllr Gower responded that this was not a priority at the moment as the data had suggested the current configuration was most appropriate for the traffic flow.

8. Verges, Wildflowers and Bulbs
Cllr Pearson had put together a proposal for locations which could be used for wildflower planting within the village, following consultation with the Notts Wildlife Trust and Via. Six potential sites had been highlighted which include Ashby Road near the church, 3 sections of Main Street and 2 sections of Wymeswold Road. There are three competing interests, the visibility for drivers and pedestrians, the will to keep the village neat and tidy and the reintroduction of wildflowers. The verges would potentially have a 1 metre visibility strip cut along the road edge with wildflowers behind it. Initial responses from residents were that Wysall Lane would be a preferable location for wildflowers and that the verges in the village may be more suitable for spring flowering bulbs such as snowdrops and daffodils. The requirement for suitable preparation of any site for wildflower seeds and the on-going maintenance required was highlighted. The Parish Council would welcome views from village residents, with further proposals to be put forward at the next meeting.
9. Village Broadband 

Cllr Cottee had forwarded an update regarding the Community Fibre Broadband scheme. Due to an insufficient number of residents signing up to the scheme the village had a £30,000 deficit. The Parish Council has been liaising with both Nottinghamshire County Council and Openreach, neither are prepared to meet the shortfall, therefore the village will not be receiving an upgrade at this time. However, it is thought that when the National side of DMRC is completed the area will receive an automatic upgrade.
10. Update on New Village Sign 
The template for the new village sign is now with the foundry and is scheduled for casting in August, following this it will require painting. 
11. Finance

(a) Bank Reconciliation

The bank reconciliation had been circulated ahead of the meeting and was accepted by Councillors.
(b) Payments

The following payments were accepted by the Council. In addition to these Cllr Gower had proposed to incur costs for 2 hours of hall hire for the Community Speedwatch training and Cllr Lovett will invoice for the hall hire for the current meeting when the duration is known – accepted by Councillors.
	Date
	Type
	Reason
	Payee
	Amount

	14.05.2021
	Transfer
	Litter Pickers
	R Hague
	£18.95

	09.07.2021
	D/D
	Website
	Freeola
	£12.56

	13.07.2021
	Transfer
	Q1 Salary
	R Hague
	£936.00


12. Planning

21/01943/FUL – White Lodge, Loughborough Road - To erect a barn for the storage of hay, tractor, implements and equipment. PC – No objection in principle but note road safety observations.
The following listed building consent applications had been received on the day of the meeting, the public were welcomed to contact the Parish Council with any additional comments following the meeting:


21/02031/LBC – Hill Farm, Wysall Lane - Works to the roof and attic (second floor) to bring the floor back into habitable use, limited reconfiguration of space to ground and first floor, creation of openings associated with the creation of serviceable rooms, replacement of external joinery, and general fabric refurbishment. The Parish Council has previously considered similar work to this property and in principle does not object, subject to further review.
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21/02050/LBC – 6 Main Street - Replace existing metal windows with timber windows. The Parish Council has previously considered similar work to this property and in principle does not object, subject to further review.

21/02051/LBC - 6 Main Street - Remove & replace existing thatch to roof and porch, flaunching in lime mortar. The Parish Council has previously considered similar work to this property and in principle does not object, subject to further review.

13. Open Session

No further matters were raised.

14. Correspondence
The virtual Town and Parish Forum is taking place on 21st July, Cllr Dalton and Cllr Gower are attending.
There is a current consultation by DCMS on rural mobile coverage, the Parish Council agreed to submit a response. Details of the consultation to be shared with residents in the next newsletter.

15. Councillor Reports and Next Agenda Items
Footpaths – Clerk to contact Cemex again about the path around the north/east perimeter which is overgrown, forcing parishioners to walk along bund which may be unsafe.

The pavement along Wymeswold Road has become very narrow due to grass keep, clerk to report to NCC that this needs banking up again.

Next agenda items to include: “Highways and Traffic”, “Verges, Wildflowers and Bulbs”, “Village Sign” and “Pavements”
16. Date of Next Meeting

Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 14th September 2021 at 7.30pm in Rempstone Village Hall

Cllr Gower thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.03pm.
Signed: ____________________________            Date: ______________________________

